
provision, including timetabling, would continue to be looked at to accommodate me
possibility of any future pupils attending Rousay from Egilsay as this has already proved
to be very successful.

Additional teaching is added in at the end of the school day to make up for time lost by
the pupil arriving to school later due to the ferry timetable. An after school club or
homework club is run on a Friday to accommodate the waiting time for the ferry and this
is open to all children at the school providing benefits to other pupils within the school.

• Occasionally, due to bad weather or technical problems, children who travel to school by
boat are not able to return home in the evening. To address this, a family on Rousay
would be nominated as a host family and established as emergency accommodation.
This is normal practice for any pupils within the authority who travel to school on a
different island. Any primary aged children travelling between islands for statutory
education are escorted by staff employed by the local authority.

Other considerations

Due to the duration of travelling time, which would be approximately two and a half hours per
day, there would be difficulties in attracting and maintaining teaching staff for Egilsay, including
supply staff. In addition, to meet the number of teaching hours required by statute this would
necessitate additional staffing over and above that expected for a school of this size which
would incur additional cost. The length and timings of the school day would require to be
adjusted to accommodate ferry times.

The Egilsay Community Association currently uses the community facilities within the premises
and it is proposed that this arrangement be continued with additional access to the school area
being made available to them. The building will remain part of Orkney Islands Council's
Corporate Property and as such will continue to be maintained.

Summary

Taking into consideration the educational effects and benefits to pupils and to any future
children likely to become pupils as listed in the statement above, Orkney Islands Council believe
that the Egilsay Primary School should be closed and any future pupils educated full-time on
Rousay.


